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2 — Received Vours with the encloſed 
8 Pamphlet, bearing Title, An humble 


e | Addreſs, &c. written in the Perſon 
A of a Diſſatisfied Roman- Catholic, by 
2 8 Mr. 7. R. a Miniſter of the Kirk, 
who has for theſe forty Vears been a 

zealous Holder · forth againſt the Old Church of Scot- 
land (which he nick · names Popery, and the hore 
of Babylon) and now attacks her in Print, in ſuch 
manner as if he were reſolved to give her her Death's 
Blow at once, before he leaves the World : But for 
our Comfort this has been attempted for theſe ſeven- 
teen hundred Years, by many more Cunning and 
more Mighty than he, but always in vain ; For the 
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Church of God will always prevail; and her Ene- 
mies ſooner or later will come to nothing. | 
As to my Thoughts concerning the Subject treat- 
ed in this Pamphlet, viz. the Infallbility of, the - 
Church, I have , ſet them down in Haſte, at 
your Defire ; tho I could very ill ſpare the Time to 
do it, being much taken up with other neceſſary Bu- 
ſineſs: I have alſo added a direct and ſatisfactory 
Anſwer to all the Miniſter's Enguiriet; and have 
paſs'd by not one of his Objections, without giving 
it a proper Solution. I ſhall make no farther Pre- 
amble, but come directly to the Point, viz. the 
eſtabliſhing, upon the ſtrongeſt Foundation of plain 
Scripture, the Catholic Doctrine, which the Pam- 
phlet attacks, concerning the Infallibility of the 
Church; after I have premiſed two or three Ob- 
ſervations neceſſary for ſetting the true State of the 
Queſtion in its proper Light. 

Firſt then, tis to be obſerved, that the preſent 
Controverſy is not concerning the Infallibility of the 
Pope, or Biſhop of Rome; ; for, tho' this be main- 
tain'd by many Divines, *tis no Article of our Faith, 
or neceſſary Lerm of Communion with us. Mr. K. 
therefore is miſtaken when he ſays, p. 11. I take 
de the Belief of the Pope of Remi his being the viſt- 
« ble infallible Judge of Controverſy, together with 
«© the Inafallibility of the Roman · Catholic Church to 
<« be the Foundation-Article of our Faith, with 
«© which all our other Articles will ſtand or fall.“ 
The Belief of the Infallibility of the Catholic Church 
is indeed an Article of our F aith; not ſo the Belief 
of the Infallibility of the Pope: Wherefore L ſhall 
take no Notice of what he writes againſt the Pope's 
Infallibtlity; this being impertinent to the preſent 
Controverſy, 

2dly, *Tis to be obſerved, that the Word Infalla- 
bility has not ever been employ'd, as I can find, by 
the Church, or any of her Councils, in ber Canons, 


Or 


. = 
or Decrees and Definitions of Faith : So that,this 
Article of our Faith is believed, not upon any ex- 
preſs Declaration of Councils, but upon the conſtant, 
uniform and univerſal Tradition of the Churc 
handed down to us from the Apoſtles, and contain'd 
in the very Creed of the Apoſtles (in which we pro- 
feſs our Belief of a Church ever Hoh and Catholic, 
and conſequently ever Orthodox in her Faith ;) and 
upon the Evidence of innumerable Texts of the un- 
erring Word of God. by 
34h, *Tis to be obſerved; that this Infallibility 
of the Church, is not any Quality inberent in Man, 
or in any Number of Men: So that we need not 
be put to it, as the Miniſter ſuppoſes, to find out 
where, or in what Subject, to place it. It implies no 
more than an all-wiſe and all-powerful Providence, 
which in Conſequence of the many Promiſes record- 
ed both in the Old and New Teſtament, at all 
Times watches over the Church, and dy Means caſy 
to the Almighty, tho' without any Prejudice to 
Man's Free-will, ſo conducts both the Paſtors and 
their Flocks in the Way of Truth, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the Frailties and Paſſions of Men, nei- 
ther the whole Body of Church-Guides, either in 
Council, or out of Council, ſhall ever concur in 
teaching pernicious Errors, contrary. to the Faith 
fir/t delivered to the Saints; nor the whole Body of 
the Faithful, who are commanded to hear their 
Church Guides, St. Luke x. 16. ſhall ever concur 
In believing pernicious Errors, 

In ſhort, the State of the Queſtion is, not whe- 
ther the particular Dioceſe of Rome, or any other 
particular Church or Number of Churches, may err 
in Faith: But whether the Catholic Church of 
Chrift, which we profeſs in the Apoſtles, and Ni- 
cene Creed, and which is there declared to be ever 
One, Holy, Catholic and Apaſlolical can err in Faith. 
Not that ſhe is-over-ruled by a nonſenſical Quality - 
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of Infallibility inherent in Man, but aſſiſted by the 
unerring Guidance of the Spirit of God. In this * 
truly fundamental Queſtion, all Proteſtants, by the 
Misfortune of their Caufe, are obliged to fight 
againſt innumerable Texts of plain Scripture, againſt 
the Creed, and againſt the Church of Chriſt, by 
maintaining that the whole Church, both Paſtors 
and People, may fall, and have fallen, into damn- 
able Errors ; otherwiſe they cannot pretend to juſtify 
their Reformation, as they call it, made in Oppoſi- 
tion to all Churches then in being in the World. 
So that if there then was, and always is, an infal- 
lible Church upon Earth, 4 Congregation of faithfu} 
Men, in which the pure Word of God is preached, 
and the Sacraments be duly miniſtered according to 
Chriſt's Ordinance, &c. which is the Proteſtant De- 
finition of the viſible Church of Chriſt, (At. 19.) 
they were infallibly in the Wrong in ſeparating from 
it, when they ſeparated. from all the World ; -as 
they certainly did at the Beginning of their Refor- 
mation: For what Church upon Earth did they 
join 'with, when they parted from us, that had a 
Being before their Schiſm ? | 
But what kind of Arms do thefe Gentlemen em- 
ploy, in this grand Queſtion, where their A lies at 
Sake, againft Scripture, Creed, and Church? Why 
truly, as may be ſeen in the late Performance of 
this their new Champion, as well as of thoſe that 
have zone before him, not any Texts or Authorities 
of the Word of God, which gives not the leaſt 
Hint that the Church of Chrift ſhould ever go 
aſtray ; but a few ſophiſtical Quibbles, as we ſhall 
fee by and by, that ought to be of no Weight 
againſt divine Authority. 

I ſhall now proceed to prove this Infallibiliiy of 
the Church of Chrift from plain Scripture, waving, 
for Brevity-ſake, at the preſent, all other Argu- 
ments. The Scripture- Proofs for this great Truth, 
WT 
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are many; I ſhall here ſet down ſome of the prin- 
cipal ones, beginning with thoſe of the New Teſta- 
ment. | | + | 
r. St. Matthew xvi. 18. I ſay to thee, thou art 
Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my Church ; 
amd the Gates of Hell ſhall nos prevail againſt'it, In 
this Text, Chriſt, who is Truth itſelf, and whoſe 
Word and Promiſe: can never fail, tho Heaven and 
. Earth ſhould paſs away, has in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
imaginable expreſs'd and promiſed that his Church 
ſhould never fall from the Truth, nor be overcome 
by Error, which is the very Thing that we call 
Infallibility, The wiſe Builder builds his Houſe 
upon a Rock, proof againſt all Floods and Storms, 
St. Matt. vii. 25. Chriſt is the wiſeſt of all Builders, 
and therefore has built his Houſe, that is, his Church, 
upon the ſtrongeſt of all Rocks: He has eſtabliſhed 
it with ſuch Solidity upon the Truth, that it ſhall 
never be in the Power of Hell, that is of the Devil, or 
any of his Agents, by any Means whatſoever, to 
prevail over her, So that the Pretext, on which 
the pretended Reformation was built, viz. of all 
Churches upon Earth being corrupted by damnable 
Errors, muſt be a falſe and unwarrantable Pretext ; 
ſince it gives the Lye to this ſolemn Promiſe of Jeſus 
- Chriſt rat 7 
Io this Text Mr. R. after a Digreſſion about 
the Infallibility of St. Peter and his Succeſſors, which 
is not the Subject of the preſent Controverſy, an- 
ſwers, p. 20. That the Gates of Hell ſhal] not pre- 
vail ſo far, as utterly to deſtroy the Church, be- 
cauſe Chriſt has promiſed this ſhould not be; but 
he thinks Error and Hereſy may nevertheleſs prevail. 
Thus he preſumes to reſtrain and contradict the ex- 
preſs Words of Chriſt: For are not damnable Errors 
and Hereſies the Gates of Hell? And if Errors 
and Hereſies prevail, does not the Devil and Hell 
prevail? And is not the Church of Chriſt in effect 
I A 4 - _ deltroy'd, 
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deſtro y'd, if ſhe be corrupted with Errors and He- 
reſies} For, ſurely, an heretical Church is a Church. 
of Satan, and not a Church of Chriſt. 
But he thinks this Text might be as well al- 
«© ledged to prove, that Sin and Wickedneſs cannot 
T prevail againſt the Church, as it is brought to 
<< prove that Error and Hereſy cannot prevail againſt 
« it.” And ſo far he is in the Right, that in Vir- 
tue of this and many other Promiſes of the Word 
of God, Sin and Wickedneſs ſhall never ſo gene- 
rally prevail, but that the Church of Chriſt ſhall be 
always el, both in her Doctrine, and in the Lives 
of many, both Paſtors and People, living up to her 
Doctrine. But then there is this Difference be- 
tween the Caſe of damnable Error in Doctrine, and 
that of Sin and Wickedneſs in Practice; that the 
former, if eſtabliſh'd by the public Authority of 
the whole Body of Church- Guides, would of courſe 
involve alſo the whole Body of God's People, who 
are commanded to hear 5 Church- Guides, and 
do what they teach them: Whereas, in the latter 
Caſe, if Paſtors are guilty of any wicked Practices 
contrary to their Doctrine, the Faithful are taught 
to do what they ſay, and not what they do. St. 
Matt. xxiii. 2, 3. | 
2. St. Matthew xxviii. 18. 19, 20. All Power is 
* unto me in Heaven and Earth. Go ye there- 
fine, and teach all Nations, [or, as it is in the Greek, 
diſciple all Nations] baptizing them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
teaching them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I have 
commanded you; and behold I am with you always, 
in the Greek, all Days] even unto the End of the 
Verdi. Here is a moſt glorious Promiſe indeed ; 
for the making good of which the whole Power of 
Heaven and Earth is engaged, A Promiſe of the 
perpetual Preſence and Aſſiſtance, of the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, which is Jeſus Chriſt, Jahn 
XIV. 
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xiv. 6. with the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, di/- 
cipling, baptizing, and teaching all Nations; and that 
not for three or four hundred Years only, but all 
Days, even to the End of the World, Now what 
could be ſaid more expreſs for the perpetual Ortho- 
doxy or Infallibility of the Church-Guides ſucceed- 
ing the Apoſtles, than a Promiſe that they ſhould 
have always with them for their Guide and Aſſiſ- 
tant Jeſus Chriſt, the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, Certainly this muſt be enough to ſecure them 
from ever going aſtray, out of the right Way of 
Truth and Life, into the By- Paths of Error and 


Death, And what then muſt become of the Refor- 


mation, which took an oppoſite Way to that in 
which the whole Body of Church-Guides was walk- 
ing, who, if Chriſt be the Truth, had him in their 
Company? 

To this Text Mr. R. anſwers, p. 19. That the 
Preſence of Chriſt with the Succeſſors of the Apo- 
ſtles, does not neceſſarily infer their being infallible : 
For God is preſent with all his Servants; and 
Chriſt has ſaid, St. Matt. xviii. 20. here two or 
three are gathered together in my Name, there am I 
in the Midſt of them, Is therefore every good Chri- 
ſtian, or Congregation of good Chriſtians, infallible ? 

- Anſwer. Every true Servant of God, (and none 
are ſuch who are not in the Society of the Church 
of God) may, by Virtue of the divine Promiſes, be 
infallibly certain, that his God will not withdraw 
his Grace and Truth from him, nor forſake him, 
if he does not firſt forſake his God. And where 
two or three are gathered together in the Name of 
Chrift, that is, by his Authority, and in the Society 
of his Church, they may be nfallibly certain, that 
by his Preſence and Aſſiſtance he will give a Bleſ- 
ſing to what they take in Hand in his Name, as far 
as ſhall be neceſſary or expedient to the greater Ho- 
nour of God, and their eternal Welfare, But ſtill 
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deſtroy'd, if he be corrupted with Errors and He- 
reſies? For, ſurely, an heretical Church is a Church 
of Satan, and not a Church of Chriſt. 

But he thinks this Text might be as well al- 
« ledged to prove, that Sin and Wickedneſs cannot 
4 prevail againſt the Church, as it is brought to 
<< prove that Error and Hereſy cannot prevail againſt 
« it” And ſo far he is in the Right, that in Vir- 
tue of this and many other Promiſes of the Word 
of God, Sin and Wickedneſs ſhall never ſo gene- 
rally prevail, but that the Church of Chriſt ſhall be 
always Hoh, both in her Doctrine, and in the Lives 
of many, both Paſtors and People, living up to her 
Doctrine. But then there is this Difference be- 
tween the Caſe of damnable Error in Doctrine, and 
that of Sin and Wickedneſs in Practice; that the 
former, if eftabliſh'd by the public Authority of 
the whole Body of Church- Guides, would of courſe 
involve alſo the whole Body of God's People, who 
are commanded to hear "Pp Church-Guides, and 
do what they teach them: Whereas, in the latter 
Caſe, if Paſtors are guilty of any wicked Practices 
contrary to their Doctrine, the Faithful are taught 
to do what they ſay, and not what they do. St. 
Matt. xxiii. 2, 3. 

2. St. Matthew xxviii. 18, 19, 20. All Power is 

. unto me in Heaven and Earth. Gs ye there- 
fire, and teach all Nations, [or, as it is in the Greek, 
diſciple all Nations] baptizing them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
teaching them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I have 
commanded you; and behald I am with you always, 
in the Greek, all Days] even unto the End of the 
Vorld. Here is a moſt glorious Promiſe indeed; 
for the making good of which the whole Power of 
Heaven and Earth is engaged. A Promiſe of the 
perpetual Preſence and Aſſiſtance, of the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, which is Jeſus Chriſt, Jahn 
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xiv. 6. with the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, di/- 
cipling, baptizing, and teaching all Nations; and that 
not for three or four hundred Years only, but all 
Days, even to the End of the World, Now what 
could be ſaid more expreſs for the perpetual Ortho- 
doxy or Infallibility of the Church-Guides ſucceed- 
ing the Apoſtles, than a Promiſe that they ſhould 
have always with them for their Guide an Aſſiſ- 
tant Jeſus Chriſt, the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, Certainly this muſt be enough to ſecure them 


from ever going aſtray, out of the right May of 


Truth and Life, into the By-Paths of Error and 


Death. And what then muſt become of the Refor- 


mation, which took an oppoſite Way to that in 
which the whole Body of Church-Guides was walk- 
ing, who, if Chriſt be the Truth, had him in their 
Company ? 

To this Text Mr. R. anſwers, p. 19. That the 
Preſence of Chriſt with the Succeſſors of the Apo- 
{tles, does not neceſſarily infer their being nfallible : 
For God is preſent: with all his Servants; and: 
Chriſt has ſaid, St. Matt. xviii. 20. Yhere two or 
three are gathered together in my Name, there am I 
in the Midjt of them, Is therefore every good Chri- 
ſtian, or Congregation of good Chriſtians, infallible ? 

- Anſwer. Every true Servant of God, (and none 
are ſuch who are not in the Society of the Church 
of God) may, by Virtue of the divine Promiſes, be 
infallibly certain, that his God will not withdraw 
his Grace and Truth from him, nor forſake him, 
if he does not firſt forſake his God. And where 
two or three are gathered together in the Name of 
Chriſt, that is, by his Authority, and in the Society 
of his Church, they may be infallibh certain, that 
by his Preſence and Aſſiſtance he will give a Bleſ- 
ſing to what they take in. Hand iz his Name, as far 
as ſhall be neceſſary or expedient to the greater Ho- 
nour of God, and their eternal Welfare, But ftill 

A 3 there 


[10.3 


there is nothing in theſe Texts equivalent to that: 
lorious Promiſe of St. Matthew xxviii. 19, 20. 

or here tis plain, by the whole Tenor of the 
Words, that ſuch a kind of Preſence, Aﬀiſtance, 
and Guidance, is promiſed to the Paſtors of the 
Church, as ſhall effectually qualify them to diſciple 
and baptize all Nations, and teach them, without 
Error, all thoſe Things that Chriſt taught; and this 
for all Times, till Time itſelf ſhall, end, Now 
whatever other Promiſes have been made to parti- 
cular Perſons, have related to their own particular 
Welfare, and not to qualify them to diſciple and, 
teach others, without Danger of Error, all the 
Truths of Chriſt ; as in the Caſe of this Promiſe 
made to the Guides of the Church. 

St. Jobn xiv. 16, 17. where our Lord, in his 
Diſcourſe to his Diſciples the Night before his Paſ- 
ſion, aſſures them, that he will pray the Father, and 
that he ſhall give them. another Comforter, to abig:, 
with them for ever, even the SPIRIT OF "TRUTH, 
And he adds, ver. 6. that this Spirit of Truth ſhall 

teach them all Things: And Chap. xvi. 13. that he 
ſhall guide them A all Truth. Nothing could more 
evidently expreſs a Promiſe of the perpetual Direc- 
tion of the Spirit of Truth to the Paſtors of the 
Church, and conſequently their perpetual [nfallibility 
in Matters of Faith, than theſe Texts. And this 
Mr. R. faw well enough; and therefore, tho' he 
tells us by way of Anſwer, that God has alſo pro- 
miſed his Holy Spirit to them that aſk him; yet, as 
we don't find that he ever promiſed to private Chri- 
ſtians the Spirit of Truth, to teach'them all Things, 
and to guide them into all Truth; he, was quickly 
forced to abandon this Anſwer, and contrive ano- 
ther, viz. that the Promiſe relates to the Apoſtles. 8 
anly, and not to their Succeſſors. But here the 
Text alſo ſtands ſtrongly againſt him: For this ſame 
Wal. of. Truth, which was to guide them into all 
Du. 
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Truth,” John'xvi. 13. was alſo to abide” with them 
far ever, John xiv. 17. Now Mr. R. very well 

| knows, that the Apoſtles were not to live here for 
euer; and conſequently that this Promiſe muſt not 
be limited or reſtrained to their Perſons. | 

But, ſays he, our Saviour adds in the ſame Chap- 
ter, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhall alſo ſhew them Things 
to come; and yet the Paſtors of the Church don't. 
pretend to be eitherProphets or Fortune-tellers. True; 
neither had the Apoſtles themſelves at all Times, 
and upon all Occaſions, a Foreknowledge of Things 
to come: For this Gift of Prophecy has not that 
neceſſary Connexion with the Apoſtolical and Paſto- 
ral Office of diſcipling and teaching all Nations, as 
the Gift of perpetual Orthodoxy and Truth has: 
And yet even that extraordinary Gift was not ſo li- 
mited to the Apoſtles, or the Apoſtolic Age, but: 
that it has been remarkable in every Age in many, 
of the Saints and Servants of God, in the Society 
of the true Church, who have had communicated . 
to them, by the Spirit of God, a Fore-knowledge 
of many, Things to come: So that even as to this 
Gift, the Spirit of God has never yet been wanting 
in the Church of God. | 
4. Epheſians iv. 11, 12, Sc. Where we learn. 


from the Apoſtle, that Chriſt,” to ſecure his Church 


from Error, has placed in her, not only Ape/tles, . 
Prophets, and Evangeliſis, but alſo Pafters and 
Teachers, for the perfecting the whole Body, and 
maintaining it in Unity and Truth; that we be not 
henceforth like Children toſſed to and fro, and carried 
about with every Wind of Dodtrine, by the Slight of 
Hereticks ; but ſpeaking the Truth in Love, may grew - 
up into him in all Things which is the Head, even 
Chriſt, &c. From which Paſſage I. infer, that 
either theſe. Paſtors or Teachers, at leaſt the whole 
Body of them, whom our Lord has given to pre- 
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ſerve us effeQually in Unity and Truth, ate unerring 
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Guides in Mat ters of Faith; or we inpencl. the 
Wiſdom of Chriſt, who defiring nothing more than 
our all coming in the Unity of the Faith, and ſpeaking 
the Truth in Love, as the Apoſtle here declares, bas 
nevertheleſs ſor many hundred Vears given us none 
but falſe Teachers, whom, if we follow, inſtead of 
being preſerved in the Truth, we muſt of Neceſſity 
be involved in Error and Hereſy. 

5. Epheſians v. 23, 24, Cc. Where the Apoſtle 
propoſing to Chriſtian Huſbands and Wives the Ex- 
ample of Chri/# and his Church, writes thus: The 
Huſband is the Head of the Wife, even as Chrift is 
the Head of the Church; and he is the Saviour of the 
Body. erefore as the Church is fubjeft unto Chriſt, 

fo let the Nives be to their Huſbands in all Things. 
Huſtands love your Wives, even as Chriſt a 74 loved: 
the Church, and gave himſelf for it ; that he might 
ſanctihj and cleanſe it wit % waſhing of Water, by. 
the Word, that he might preſent it to himſelf a glori- 
ous Church, net having Spot or Wrinkle, or any fuch 
Thing ; but that it fhould be Holy and without Blemiſh, 
Is this the Deſcription of an erring or unerring 
Church? The Apoſtle goes on: So ought Men 10 
love their Wives as their own Bodies. H that loveth- 
his Wife loveth himſelf: For no Man ever yet hated 
his own Fleſh; but nouriſheth it, and cheriſheth it, 
even as the Lord the Church; fer we are Members of 
his Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones, For this 
Cauſe ſhall a Man leave bis Father and Mother, and 
be joined unto his Wife. This is a great Myſtery ; 
but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and the Church, Here 
the Apoſtle informs us, that the Church is ever ſub- 4 
ject to Chriſt, ever faithful to him; ſanRified and 
cleanſed by him; loved and cheriſhed as his own 
Body, and oined to him by an indifſoluble Union, 
of which Gran Matrimony is a myſterious 
dign. And therefore, as he propoſes to the Huſband 
me Example of the unalterable Love which Chriſt 


has 
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has for his Church ; ſo he propoſes to the Wiſe the 
Example of the inviolable Fidelity and perpetual. 
Obedience of the Church to Chriſt. All which is 
viſibly irreconcileable with the Proteſtant Syſtem of 
the Church, for many Ages, having gone aſtray by. 
pernicious Errors. Of theſe Texts of the Apoſtle: 
to the Epbeſigns, Mr. R. for Reaſons beſt known: 
to himſelf, takes no Notice. 
6. 1 Timothy iii. 14, 15. Theſe Things I write to 
thee, ſays the Apoſtle, that thou may'/i know how thou: 
aug biet to behave thyſelf in the Houſe of God, which- 
is the Church of the living God, THE PILLAR AND- 
GROUND OF THE TRUTH, Surely, the Pillar 
and Ground (or ſtrong Foundation #?gziwneu) of the- 
| Truth, can never uphold Errors in 14 of Faith; 
and therefore the Church of the living God, which, 
according to the Apoſtle, is this Pillar and Ground: 

Truth, muſt i be infallible in Matters of 

aith, Here Mr. R. replies, that if any particular 

Church be meant by the Apoſtle, it muſt be the 
Church of Epheſus, of which Timethy is ſuppoſed to 
have been the Paſtor, and not the Church of Rome. 
But who does not ſee that the Apoſtle here neither 
ſpeaks of Epheſus nor Rome, but of the Houſe of God, 
the Church of the living God, which is not confined 
to any particular City or Dioceſe, but ſpread far and; 
near throughout the World? Therefore the Mini- 
ſter has provided a ſecond: Anſwer to this Text, 
which gives ſo much Trouble to him and his. He 
has been told, it ſeems, tho* I know not by whom, 
of a Cuſtom among the Ancients,. of having. eat 
lars, on which they faſten'd the public Edits, 
be ſeen and read. by all: And hence he Cs. 
ce the Church is called the Pillar and Baſis, or Seat 
« of Truth; becauſe in it the Truths of God are 
<« publiſhed and defended. As we may ſay, the 
& Croſs of Edinburgh is the Pillar and Ground from 
«© which the Heralds'do publiſh Acts of Parliament 


„ and 


. 
and public Edicts.“ But, good Sir, did ever any 
Man in his Senſes ſay, that the Croſs of Edinburgh 
was the Pillar and Greund, or ſtrong Foundation of 
the Parliamentary Acts, or National Authority 7 And 
will you then attribute ſuch a ſenſeleſs Speech as this 
to the Spirit of God? „ 
From the New Teftament we ſhall now paſs to the 
Old; which is alſo full of Teſtimonies znd Prophe- 
cies in Favour of the Church of Chriſt, and her 
perpetual Orthodoxy : Of- which we ſhall here ſet 
down ſome few. N <3 ee 
7. Ifaiah lix. 19, 20, 21. They Hall fear the 
Name of the Lord from the Weſt, and his Glory from. 
the Riſing of the Sun. When the Enemy ſhall come 
m like a Flood, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up a 
Standard againſt him. And the Redeemer ſhall come 
to Zion, and unto them that turn from Tranſgreſſion 
in Jacob, ſaith the Lord, As for me, this is my Co- 
venant with them, ſaith the Lord. My Spirit that 
is upon thee, and my Words which I have put in thy 
Atouth, ſhall not depart out of thy Mouth, nor out z | 
the Mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the Mouth of thy 
Sced's Seed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and for. 
ever, Nothing can be more expreſs than this Text, 
for the-perpetual Preſence of the Spirit of God with 
the Church; and that God ſhall for ever maintain 
in her Mouth the pure Profeſſion of the whole Doc- 
trine of Chriſt ; which is the very Thing we mean 
5 * To this Text Mr. R. offers no 
eply. 

8. Iſaiah xxxv. 4, 5, &c. Bebold your God will 
commer he will come and ſave you. Then the Eyes 
of the Blind ſhall be opened, &c. ver. 8. And an 
Highway, ſhall be there, and it ſhall be call'd the Way 
of Holineſs, the Unclean ſhall not paſs over it, the. 
waYyfaring Men, tho Fools ſhall not err therein. 
Here the Church of Chrift is deſcribed as a High- 
wey, a Way of Holineſs, a Way ſo plain and ſo ſe- 
22 cure, 
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cure, that the wayfaring Men, the Fools, if they; 
will but be guided. by her, ſhall not err therein. 
How then could the Church herſelf decline from 
the right Way of Truth, or lead all her Children. 
aſtray into the Paths of Error? | 

9. J/aigh liv. (which whole Chapter evidently 
relates to the Church of Chriſt) after the Prophet. 
had in the Beginning of the Chapter deſcribed the 
wonderful Eſtabliſhment, and Propagation of the 
Church; and her Safety and Deliverance from all 
her Afflictions, he adds, ver. 9 and 10. As 7 have, 
ſworn that the Waters of Noah ſhould no more go over ' 
the Earth; ſo have 1 fworn that I would not be wrath 
with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the Mountains ſhall 
depart, and the Hills be removed; but my Kindneſs 
Hall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the Covenant: 
of my Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath. 
Mercy on thee. So that as we are ſure, by reaſon of 
| God's Oath, that there will not be a ſecond Flood; 
ſo we are that the Church of Chriſt ſhall never loſe 
God's Loving-Kindneſs, or draw his Indignation 
upon her ; as ſhe certainly would were ſhe to fall 
into heretical Errors. The Prophet adds, ver. 13, 
&c. All thy Children ſhall be taught of the Lord; and 
great ſhall be the Peace of thy Children. In Righte- 
ouſneſs ſhalt thou be eftabliſhed, &c. ver. 15, Whoſe-. 
ever ſhall gather againſt thee, ſhall fall for thy Sake.. 
v. 17. No Weapon that is 2 againſt thee ſhall. 
profper ; and every Tongue that ſhall riſe againſt thee 
in Fudgment thou ſhalt condemn. Let all ſuch as ac- 
cuſe the Church of Chriſt. of falling at any Time- 
idto Errors in Faith, hear and fear this dreadful. 
Sentence. - 
10. The ſame Prophet, in many other Places, 


ives Teſtimony to the Church, and her perpetual 
Orthodoxy ; as Chap. ix. 6, 7. where he tells us, 
that after the Coming of our Redeemer, Of the In- 
creaſe of his Crvernment and Peace there ſhall be - 
. G - | - . ndl 
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bt. W | 
End, upon the Throne of David and his Kingdom 
[the Church] t order and eftabliſh it with _Fuſtice, 
and with Judgment from henceforth even for ever: 
The Zeal of the Lord of Hoſts will perform this, As 
Chap. Ix. where, deſcribing the Glory of the Church 
of Chriſt, he aſſures us, ver. 11, 12. Her Gates 
Hall be open continually, they ſhall not be ſhut Day nor 
Night ; that Men may bring unto her the Forces of the 
-Gentiles, and that their Kings may be brought : And 
that the Nation and Kingdom that will not ſerve her 
Hall periſh. He adds, wer 15, &c. I will make 
thee an eternal Excellency, a Foy of many Genera- 
tions Violence ſhall no more be heard in thy Land, 
Waſting nor Deſtruction within thy Borders; but thou 
Halt call thy Walls Salvation, and thy Gates Praiſe. 
The Sun ſhall be no more thy Light by Day; neither 
for Brightneſs ſhall the Moon give Light unto thee <. 
But the Lord ſhall be unto. thee an everlaſting Light, 
and thy God thy Glory. Thy Sun ſhall no more go 
down ; neither ſhall thy Moon withdraw "elf ; for 
the Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting Light, &c..— 
As Chap. Ixii. where, ſpeaking in like manner of 
the Glory of the Church, and of the Converſion 
of the Gentiles, he adds, ver. 6. I have ſet Watch- 
men upon thy Mails, O Jeruſalem, who Hall neuer 
hold their Peace Day nor Night ; enſuring by theſe 
Words to the Church a perpetual Succeſſion of 
FWaichmen, that is, of zealous and orthodox Paſtors 
and Teachers, who ſhall never ceaſe to teach his 
pure Doctrine, and publiſh his Praiſes, 

To theſe may be added the illuſtrious Teſtimonies 
which the Prophet Feremiab gives to the Church of 
Chriſt in his 31ſt and 33d Chapters; where God 
aſſures us, that after the Coming of Chriſt, and 
the Eftabliſhment of his new Covenant, all Nature. 

hall ſooner be turned upſide down, and the Ordi- 
nances of the Day and Night ceaſe, , than this ſpiri- 
- tual Zrazt, the Church of Chriſt, ſhall loſe God's 


Favour,, 


[7] 
Favour, or ceaſe to be a viſible Society, furniſhed 
with a numerous and Orthodox Priefthood, See * 
Feremiah xxxi. 35, 36, 37. and Feremiah xxxili. 
17, 20, 21. * 
In like manner the Prophet Ezekiel, writing of 
the State of the Church, after the Coming of 
Chriſt, ' Chap. xxxvii. 24, 26. tells us. David 
my Servant (that is Chriſt, who is of the Houſe of 
David) all be King over them; and they all ſball 
have one Shepherd ; they ſhall alſo walk in my Tudg- 
ments, and obſerve my Statutes, and do them. 
 Mboraver I will make a Covenant of Peace with 
them : It ſhall be an everlaſting Covenant with them: 
And I will place them and multiply them, and 
will ſet my Sanctuary in the mid/t of them for ever- 
more; Which everlaſting Covenant of Peace, and 
Sanctuary of God in the midſt of his Church, 
muſt needs imply an Infallibility, at leaſt ſo far as to 
exclude all damnable or heretical Errors. 
To the ſame Effect the Royal Prophet aſſures us, 
Pſalm Ixxii. 5, 7. ſpeaking to God of the Chil- 
dren of the Church, They ſhall fear thee as long as 
the Sun and the Moon endureth, throughout all Gene- 
rations, In his Days | that is after the Coming 
of Chriſt] all the Righteous flouriſh, and Abundance 
of Peace, fo long as the Moon endurgth, Sure this 
muſt imply an Orthodox Faith, and a pure Wor- 
ſhip, to be continued for ever in the Church of 
Chriſt : And this is the Infallibility we maintain. 
Add to theſe Scripture- Authorities, all thoſe 
Texts, in which the Church is declared to be the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, in which he ever lives and 
reigns. St. Lukei. 33. The City of the great King. 
Pſalm xlviii. 2. Which he has choſen for the Place 
of his Ref, and his Habitation for ever, Pſ. xxxii. 
13, 14. The Houſe of the living God, ſeated upon, 
a Mountain, exalted above all. Mountains, in which 
God exerciſes Judgment, and teacbes his Ways to all 
| Nations, 


81 
Nations," Ifaiah ii. 2, 3, 4. The Huld of which 
Chriſt is the Shepherd, St. John x. 16. The Body 
of which Chriſt is the Head, Colaſſ. i. 16. The 
Spouſe of which he is the Bridegroom, Epheſ. v. 31, 
32. Can any Part of this be conſiſtent with the 
- Syſtem of thoſe who charge the Church with Er- 
Tors in Faith and damnable Hereſies, and build 
their pretended Reformation upon this ſcandalous 
Suppoſition, which gives the Lye to almoſt every 
Page of the Scripture ? | 

Certainly if you will but compare the Scripture- 
rine concerning the Church, contain'd in the 
Texts above quoted, with the general Cry of al 
the firſt Reformers, viz. that all Chriſtendom had 
been for ſeveral hundred Years drowned in Idolatry, 
and that all Churches upon Earth had forſaken the 
Purity of the Goſpel, and fallen into pernicious 
Errors, ſo that there was none with which a good 
Chriſtian might ſafely join in Communion; onwhich 
Ground they built up their new-raiſed Communion, 
and upon which Foundation their Followers to this 
Day venture their Souls. If you will but compare, 
I fay, with this reforming Syſtem, the Scripture- 
Doctrine of a Church eſtabliſhed by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and ſpread far and near throughout the 
Earth; and from this Beginning ever Flouriſhing 
till Time itſelf ſhould end; ever One, ever Holy, 
ever Orthodox, founded upon a Rock, Proof againſt 
all the Powers of Hell, ſecured againſt Error by 
the perpetual Preſence and Aſſiſtance of Chriſt her 
King,' her Head, her Shepherd and her Spouſe ; ever 
taught and directed to all Truth by the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Spirit of Truth; herſelf the Pillar and Ground 
of the Truth; furniſhed with a perpetual Succeſſion 
of Paſtors, divinely com miſſioned, and divinely aſ- 
ſiſted, who ſhall never be ſilenced; favoured by 
God's ſolemn Oath, by which he has promiſed her 
his Peace and Kindneſs for ever ; and that his Spirit, 
| the 


- 
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the pure Profeſſion of his Wordt, his Light, and; his 


Sanctuary ſhould be with her for ever more, &c. . 
'And you will find that Light and Darkueſs cannot 


pollibly be more oppoſite than this Scripture-Doc- 
trine of the Church, and the Syſtem upon which 
Proteſtants ground their Reformation. Neither is 
there any Room here for them to evade the Force of 
ſo many Scripture-Evidences, by their Old Diſtinc- 
tion of Fundamentals and Non-Fundamentals ; be- 


cauſe the Scripture makes no ſuch Diſtinction, nor 


are they. themſelves agreed, what are Fundamentals, 
and what are not. | 

Some of theſe Gentlemen may perhaps ſay that 
it was not the true Church of Chriſt, but the cor- 
rupt Church of Rome, which they charged with 


damnable Errors; and from which they ſeparated 


themſelves at the Time of - their Reformation, If 
they ' ſay ſo, they muſt give me leave to inquire of 
them whether Chriſt had immediately before their 
Reformation, as they call it, any true. Church upon 


Earth, diſtin& from that which they are pleaſed 


to call the corrupt Church of Rome, and exempt from 


all Corruption and wicked Errors or no? For if not, it 


was the true Church of Chriſt, which they charged 
with damnable Errors, and from which, they ſepa- 
rated, when they went out from the Reman Com- 
munion : But if they ſay that Chriſt had at that 
Time a'true Church upon Earth, diſtin& from the 
Church in Communion with Rome, and exempt. 
from Corruption; How came they not to join them- 
ſelves to the Communion. of that Church, and re- 
ceive their Orders and Miſſion from that Church, 
when they firſt ſeparated. from us? Or how could 
they, without the Guilt of Schn, form themſelves 
into a new Communion, and ſtand alone, as they 


did from the Beginning, divided from all Churches 


then upon Earth, and conſequently from the true 
Church of Chriſt, which ever, or wherever the 
Was. I ſhall, 
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Apoſtles, and ſuch like Arguments of Credibility, as 
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Teen now tell you my Thoughts, as to the In- 


quiries by which Mr. R. ſeeks to puzzle this Cauſe, 
and undermine by captious Sophiſtry this great Scrip- 
ture Truth of the Infallibility of the Church : Only 
I muſt defire you to take along with you the follow- 
ing Remarks. 

Firſt Remark, Divine Faith, of any and every 


Article of the Chriſtian Belief muſt be reſolved into 


the Revelation or Teſtimony of God, as its only 
proper Motive For as human Faith relies on the 
Teſtimony and Veracity of Men, fo divine Faith 


relies on the Teſtimony and Veracity of God: We 


believe all and every one of the Articles of our Faith, 
becauſe God who is the prime, ſovereign, and eſſen- 
tial Truth, who neither can deceive nor be deceiv'd, 
has taught and revealed them. But as this Revela- 
tion or Teſtimony of God, is not ſelf-evident ; and 


as every Act or Aſſent of divine Faith muſt be ra- 


tional ; for otherwiſe it would be rofh, and conſe- 


3 no Act of Virtue; hence our Aſſent to the 
Truth of divine Faith preſuppoſes a Knowledge of 


ſuch Arguments and Inducements (commonly call'd: 


by Divines Motives of Credibility) by which we are 


rationally induced to believe that God has revealed: 


theſe Truths; without which our Belief would be 
raſh and unreaſonable. So that our Faith which is 


immediately and finally reſolved into theRevelation and- 


Teſtimony of God, as its only properſMotive, is 


alſo further reſolved into theſe Proofs, or Motives 
of Credibility, (by which we are induced to be- 


lieve that God has revealed theſe Truths, ) not as 


into its proper Alotive, but as inte a neceſſary Condi» 
tion, to make our Belief reaſonable, And thus 
was the Faith of the primitive Chriſtians reſolved 


into the divine Word or Teſtimony as into its only 


proper Motive; but alſo into the Miracles of the 


into 


r 
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into a neceſſary Condition of the Reaſonableneſs of 
their Belief. 
Second Remark, Hence a Seeker in Matters of 
Religion, who is not yet come to divine Faith on 
the Belief of revealed Truths, muſt make the beſt 
Uſe he can of his own Judgment and Reaſon to ex- 
amine theſeArguments andMotives of Credibility, or 
rational Inducements, upon which is grounded: the 
Reaſonableneſs of this Aﬀent of divine Faith, Nei- 
ther is there any Thing in this diſagreeable to the 
Doctrine of the Catholic Church. And if ſuch a one 
be arrived thus far as to believe ſome Part of the di- 
vine Revelation; as the Fews for Example, who be- 
lieve Maſes, and the Prophets, or Proteſtants who 
believe the Scriptures to be the Word of God: Our 
Church is ſo far from diſcouraging them from ma- 
king the beſt Uſe they can of their Reaſon and Judg- 
ment in this Search after that Part of God's Truth 
they have not yet found; that ſhe tells them as 
Chriſt did the Phariſees, St. Fohn v. 39. (if the 
feewrare rds yeapas be indeed to be taken in the Im- 
perative Mood,) Search the Scriptures, for in them 
you think you have eternal Life, and there you will 
find that they bear Teſtimony of me: And commends 
them, if like the Bereans, Acts xvii. 11. and with the 
ſame Love and Defire of Truth, they ſearch the Scrip- 
tures to find if theſe Things are fo, as her Teach- 
ers and Apoſtolic Miſſioners repreſent to them. Nor 
does this Liberty of Searching make any more againſt 


the Infallibility of the Church, than the Liber- 


ty which Chriſt gave to the Phariſees, or St. Paul 
to the Bereans make againſt the Infallibility of Chriſt 
or the Apoſtle. 

But when the Seeker has found ſuch rational In- 
ducements, or Motives of Credibility, that he can» 


not without Raſhneſs doubt but that God has re- 


vealed theſe Truths; or when by that Part of the 
Word of God, which he already believes, he finds 
| ſuſfi- 


Tab * 
Tollicient Evidence of the divine Revelation of other 
Matters, of which, he was in Search,; and in general 
when a Perſon (by what Means ſoever) i is convinced- 
that this or that 5 
Children of the Church are with Relation to the 
Articles of Faith, which ſhe propoſes to their Be- 


lief) the beſt Uſe that can then be made of our 


Fudgment and Reaſon, is to ſubmit them to divine 


Authority; and nothing can then be more reaſonable, | 


than to caſt down all contrary Imaginations, and to 
captivate the Underſtanding to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. For all the Reaſon of the 
World, and all Sciences put together, cannot fur- 
niſh a more evident Demonſtration than this ſhort 
Enthymem, God has taught it, therefore "tis true. 
So that to refuſe to believe in theſe Caſes, is a Crime 
b6th againſt Reaſon and divine Authority. 

' Third Remark. Though the Infallibility of the 
Church of Chriſt be indeed an Article of the Ca- 


tholic Faith; and an Article of that Nature, that 


when once it is proved (as it eaſily may, as we 


have already ſeen, from plain Scripture) all other 


Articles of Catholic Faith muſt follow of courſe ; 


and therefore the proving of this is the ſhorteſt Way, 


to end all Diſputes between us and Proteſtants, who 
profeſs to believe the Scriptures ; yet this is not (as 
the Miniſter ſuppoſes) ſo neceflary a Foundation in 


our Principles, of the Belief of all other Articles as 


to be always the firſt Thing which muſt be known 
and believed, before we can believe any other 
Thing with divine Faith. Other Articles may, 
and often are, believed as divinely revealed, upon 
the Recommendation of Miracles, for Example, 


or other ſufficient Motives of Credibility, before 


the Infallibility of the Church is known ;* as it ge- 
nerally happened in the Converſion of Infidels. 
And what Wonder ! for why. ſhould not the like 
Motives of «Credibility which are ſufficient to induce 

; us 


octrine comes from God, (as the 
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us to believe the Church infallible, be alſo ſufficient 
to induce us to believe, for Example, Chriſt to be 
the Son of God, or the Goſpel to be his Word, 
before we know of the Infallibility of his Church? 
Furth Remark. The Church of Chrift and her 
Authority may be confider'd in two different Lights: 
Firſt, As this Church is a moſt illaſtrious Society, 
which (as we know by all kind of Monuments) was 
originally founded by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
and that by innumerable Miracles, and by like Mi- 
racles had been propagated through all Nations, and 
maintained in an uninterrupted Succeſſion for 1700 
Years till this Day, victorious over the whole Power 
of Earth and Hell, exerted againſt her in many 
bloody and general Perſecutions, as well of Pagans 
as of Hereticks; ever one in her Faith and Commu- 


nion, ever holy in her Doctrine, and in the Lives of 


innumerable Saints, in all Ages and in all Countries; 
embraced by the wiſeſt and beſt of Men ; main- 
tained and illuſtrated by the Blood of Millions of 
Martyrs, by the moſt godly and moſt learned Wri- 
tings of innumerable Fathers and holy Doctors, and 
by the recluſe and penitential Lives of Millions -of 
holy Religious, &c. Secondly, This fame Church 
may be conſider'd, as ſhe is, alſo by Virtue of di- 
vine Promiſes, infallible in Matters of Faith. Now 
the Authority of the Church, as ſhe is that ://u/tr:i- 
ous Society of Saints founded and maintained by in- 
numerable Miracles, &c. is generally known before” 
her Infallibility is known; and *tis generally upon 
ſome or other of thoſe many Motives of Credibility, 
and glorious Marks of divine Favour, which are 
eaſily diſcover'd in this illuſtrious Society, that Un- 
believers are firſt brought to the Faith: And of the 

Authority of the Church confider'd in this Light, 
St. Auguſtin ſays, [L. contra Epiſt. Fund. C.4.] 1 
would not believe the Goſpel, if I were not moved” 


thereunto by the Authority of the Caibolic Church. = 


* 
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the Goſpel, and the whole written and unwritten 
Word of God, was originally committed by God 
to this illuſtrious Society; by the ſame has been con- 
ſtantly preſerved and maintained; and comes down 
to our Hands recommended by her Authority, and 
by all thoſe Motives of Credibility, and glorious 
Marks by which ſhe is, and in all Ages has been 
diſtinguiſh'd, as the Favourite of Heaven, from all 
other Societies: And therefore we receive both Scrip- 
ture and Apoſtolical Traditions from her, as from 
the original Depoſitory, and conſtant Guardian of 
them, and the beſt qualified and the moſt credible 
Witneſs that poſſibly can be of what God has taught. 
And ſuch is ſhe generally known to be, before ſhe 
is known to be infallible; and ſuch ſhe would be, 
even tho* we were to ſuppoſe ſhe were not infallible. 
Take: theſe four Remarks along with you, and you 
will quickly ſee that the fine Reaſonings of Mr, X. 
and his Friends will be found to be no better than 
Childrens Arraws, and mere Cob- webs. We come 
now to his Enquiries, | 
. Enquiry I. Firſt, J enquire, ſays he, whether 
© the Belief of this infallible viſible Judge muſt be 
< reſolved into every Man's private Judgment: 


«© That is, i- you will allow me to judge for * | 


66 ſelf in Matters of Religion, particularly in weig 

* ing the Strength of the Arguments, and under- 
«©. ſtanding the Places of Scripture you may happen 
<<. to propoſe to me on this Subject? Becauſe I am 
& told 'tis the Doctrine of the Church of Rome that 
«© Men muſt not judge for themſelves, but believe 
<< whatever the Church teacheth without aſking 
4 Queſtions; that is, I muſt believe that the 
Church or Biſhop of Rome is infallible,, becauſe 
«© ſhe ſays ſo, without enquiring farther about it.“ 


Anſwer. Divine Faith, of any and every Article 


of the Chriſtian Belief, muſt be reſalved into the 
Word or Teſtimony, of God, as its on{y.froper Mo- 
$4] P tus 
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poo . into che rational Proofs and T6 aan | 


(commonly called Motives of Credibility) as a Cen- 
dition preſuppoſed to our Faith, that our Belief ma 

not be raſh and wnrea But in the Searc 

after divine Faith, and in weighing the Strength of 
theſe Proofs and A of 
Man muſt make Uſe of the beſt of his Reaſon and 
Judgment ; together with earneſt Prayer to the Fa- 
ther of Lights for his Grace and Aſſiſtance And 
if he believes the Scriptures, as in the Caſe of the 
Proteſtants, and is willing to ſeek, but is not yet 
arrived to the Knowledge of the true Church, or 
her Infallibility, he is highly to be commended, if 
he applies himſelf to the underſtanding, by the beft 
of his Reaſon and Judgment, the Places of Scrip- 
ture which are propoſed to him, or may enlighten 
him in this Search. But when he has found out the 
true Church of Chriſt, and her Authority, the beſt 
Uſe of his Judgment and Reaſon he can then make, 
is to let himſelf be guided by that Authority, which 
he now finds to be Divine. See the firſt and 


ſecond Remark, Nor is there any thing in this Doc- 


trine that any way borders on the private Spirit 
of the Fanaticks. 

Enguiry II. ** Secondh, I aſk, ſays he, whether 
« it be neceſſary to believe the Infallibility of this 
« viſible Judge with an infallible divine Faith? Or 
«« whether there can be a divine Faith withoat an 
s infallible viſible Judge? 


* Anſwer, *Tis of this, as of all other diving 


Truths; there is a Neceſſity, that is, a ſtrict Ob- 
ligation under mortal Sin, of believing them, when 
they are duly propoſed to our Belief by ſuch Autho- 
_ rity, and upon ſuch rational Inducements or Mo- 
tives of Credibility, that it would be highly rafh 


and unreaſonable to doubt of their being wen 


revealed; becauſe to refuſe Belief in ſuch Caſes, u8 
an Injury and Contempt of the ſovereign Truta 
B 
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redibility, every 
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which has revealed them. But *tis not therefore 
neceſſary, that the Infallibility of the Church ſhould 
be the firſt Thing that is believed; nor is the Belief 
of this Article, as the Enquirer ſuppoſes, the Foun- 
dation of all the reſt ; ſo that we can be infallibly 
certain of nothing, till we are infallibly certain of 
this Infallibility. Experience ſhews, that Faith 
often begins from other Articles, when theſe hap- 
pen to be known upon ſufficient Motives of Cre- 
dibility, or by the Authority of the Church, con- 
ſider'd as an illuſtrious Society, before tis known 
that this illuſtrious Society is infallible. In: which 
"Caſes (as indeed in all others) the infallible Certainty 
of our Faith is not taken from our Certainty of the 
Infallibility of the Church ; but from the Weight 
of divine Authority, and from the Teſtimony of the 
ſovereign Truth, who has revealed theſe Things: 
Which divine Revelation is the only proper Motive of 
our Faith, into which it is both immediately and finally 


reſolved. The Authority of the Church, as an illuſ- 


trious Society, Miracles or ther Motives of Credibili- 
ty, point out to us this divine Revelation, and in ſuch 
manner introduce us to it, that we cannot reaſon- 
ably doubt but that this Revelation is divine. But 
when we are come thus far, we embrace this Reve- 
lation, and receive it no longer as a bare Probabili- 
ty or moral Certainty, but as becomes divine Reve- 
lation, and in the Manner we are convinced God 
would have us embrace it, and that is, with the 

abſolute Certainty of divine Faith, | 
But the Miniſter further enquires, „If you ſay 
c ?tis-neceſlary to believe the Infallibility of this vi- 
“ ſible Judge with a divine infallible Faith, J in- 
„ treat you to give a clear direct Anſwer, by what 
6 Means I may attain to this infallible Faith of the 


Church of Rome's Infallibility? Whether, 1. By 


« Scripture; 2. Fathers; 3. Traditions; 4. Coun- 
« cils; or, 5. Reaſon?” 


Anuſiber 
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-- Anſwer, The only proper Motive upon which 2 
Chriſtian can believe with divine Faith any Article 
whatſoever, muſt be divine Revelation, or the Mord 
and Te/timony of God, either contained in the Scrip- 
tures, or conveyed to us by Tradition; whatever 
Aſſent is given upon any other Motive, which takes 
not this divine Revelation along with it, may well 
be human, but not divine Faith. But tho' this be 
the only proper Motive of our Faith, either as to 
the Infallibility of the Church, or any other Ar- 
ticle ; yet there are other Matives, as they are called, 
Credibility, d or rational Inducements, by which this 
ripture, or Tradition, is recommended to us as 
God's Word, and his divine Revelation. Now the 
greateſt and ſtrongeſt of all theſe Inducements is the 
Authority of the Church of Chriſt, conſider'd (not 
as infallible) but as an illuſtrious Society of Apoſtles, 
Martyrs, Doctors, and Millions of other Saints, 
eſtabliſhed and maintained by innumerable Miracles, 
recommended by Unity, Sanctity, Antiquity, Univer- 
ſality, &c. Wherefore, to anſwer directly the 
Query, we believe the Infallibility of the Catholic 
Church upon the Te/timony of God, or divine Reve- 
lation. This divine Revelation is contained, as we 
have already proved, in innumerable Texts of Flaly 
Scripture ; and has moreover been conveyed down 
to us by a conſtant, uniform, and univerſal Tradi- 
tion, derived from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and in- 
ſerted in the very Creed of the Apoſtles, in that 
Article, I believe the Holy Catholic Church. And 
theſe Scriptures, and this Tradition, are recommend» 
ed to us by the Chyrch of Chriſt, and received by 
us, upon her Authority, conſider d as ſhe is an. illu- 
Atrious Society; which abſtracting from her Infallibi- 
lity, has an indiſputable Right to be heard, as the 
beſt Voucher, and moſt credible Witneſs of what 
Books or Traditions came to her Hands, as divinel 
revealed, from her firſt Paſtors the Apoſtles of 
| B 2 Chrit, 
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Chriſt. Thus we proceed in proving the-Infallibi- 
lity of the Church of Chriſt; and here we reſt, 
without the leaſt Danger of being conjured by the 
Logical Magic of the Minifter into that formidable 
Circle, of which his Friends ſo much boaſt. - 

. "Enquiry III. If you ſend me to the Scripture, 
« fays he, I aſk whether I can be convinced by an 
Texts alledged for proving the Infallibility of this 
*< viſible Judge, without you allow me to judge of 
* the Senſe and Meaning of theſe Texts by my 
« own private Reaſon and Judgment? | 

Anſtuer. Doubtleſs, Sir, if we ſend you to the 
Scriptures, we ſhall defire you to take your Reaſon 
and Judgment: along with you, or you will make a 
poor Piece of Work on't. We ſhall alſo recom- 
mend to you to read them without Prejudice, with 
a docile and humble Spirit, with a fincere Love of 
Truth, and an unfeigned Defire of finding it, ac- 
companied with frequent and fervent Prayer to the 
Father of Lights; and you will quickly and eaſily 
find there the Infallibility of the Catholic Church. 
As to the Infallibility of the Pope, which you here 
bring in, I have told you already, tis no Part of 
the preſent Controverſy, nor Article of our Faith ; 
And as to the Scruple you have, whether this Li- 
berty of judging of the Senſe of the Scripture be agree- 
able to the Doctrine of our Church ? I have alſo 
already informed you, that in the Caſe of Szeters, 
who are as yet Strangers to the Church and her Au- 
thority, nothing can be more agreeable, _ 

40 I again aſk, ſays the Miniſter, if theſe Scrip- 
ce tures, that muſt prove thig infallible viſible 
Judge and Interpreter, be. ſo plain and perſpicu- 
« ous, that any honeſt impartial Enquirer may find 
6+ the true Senſe of them without an infallible viſible 
e Interpreter? If they be, then I aſk, why other 
„ Texts of Scripture may not be as well under- 
4 ſtood without an infallible viſible Interpreter, as 
© Le x, 6 theſe 


” * 
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<<. theſe Texts which prove his Infallibility ? For T 
«© humbly conceive, there are an hundred Texts of 
«« Scripture as eaſy to be underſtood as theſe, Nc.“ 
* The Scripture Texts which prove the 
ib 
if 


Infallibility of the Church, are ſufficiently plain and 


perſpicuous to every honeſt impartial Enquirer, and 
what he adds in the Words immediately following, 
is far from being true, via. That if in any thing 
there be need of an infallible viſible Interpreter of 
« Scripture, it is moſt needful in this.” The con- 
2 appear evident to any one that will read 
wit Prejudice, and lay together all the Texts of 
Scripture above quoted which prove this Infallibility. 
Tis true, nevertheleſs, that there are alſo diverſe 


other Things in Scripture which are no leſs plain and 


perſpicuous, eſpecially many moral Precepts and hiſ- 
-torical Facts, which ſtand not in need of an Inter- 
preter. But ſure he would not infer from hence, 
that all Things are equally plain in Scripture ; -« 


that, becauſe we ſtand not in need of an infallible If. 


terpreter in Things that are ſo plain, we ſtand not 
in need of ſuch an Interpreter in any Thing? He 
cannot certainly be fo much over-ſeen, Is there 


then the ſame Evidence in Scripture for Infants Bap- 


tifm, which he maintains againſt the Anabaptiſts, 
or for the Chriſtian Sabbath, which he maintains 
- againſt the Sabbatarians, as there is for the Miracles 
and Paſſion of Chriſt? Certainly he cannot think 
9s... *:7 | | | | 
But, ſuppoſing, for once, that theſe Scripture 
- Texts by which we prove the Infallibility of the 
Church, were not ſo perſpicuous, as not to ſtand in 


need of an. infallible Interpreter; God be praiſed 


+ for it, we have ſuch an Interpreter recommended 
to us (abſtracting from the Scripture) by the ſame 
Means by which the Scripture itſelf is recommended 
to us, that is, by perpetual Tradition: And this 

Tradition, derived to us from Chriſt and. his Apo · 
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Nes, we know to be Divine, in the ſame mannet 
as we know the Scriptures to be Divine ; both one 
and the other are received by us upon the ſame Mo- 
tive of Divine Revelation; both one and the other 
are proved by the ſame Motives of Credibility ; and 
delivered to us as Divine, by the ſame illuſtrious So- 
ciety of the Church of Chrift ; which, abſtracting 
from her-Infallibility, claims, upon many Accounts, 
that Regard from us, that it would be highly irrd- 
tional not to receive for Divine ſuch Books or Tra- 
dit ions which are handed to us as Divine by ſo great an 

Authority. In this Tradition, handed to us by this 
illuſtrious Authority, we may ſecurely reſt; by this 
we prove the Scriptures; by this we prove the In- 
fallibility of the Church-; we need proceed no fur- 
ther, nor apprehend the Dancing for ever in the 
Minifters Circle. And this anſwers his third Para- 
graph. Y | 4 1 
. He goes on, Numb. 4. and aſks, ** why Prote- 
© ffants, who diſown an infallible viſible Judge, 
«© may not have a true Divine Faith, and conſe- 
„ quently, be true Believers ? If, as we have 
» granted, Perſons may attain to Divine Faith before 
they know the Church to be Inſallible. 
"Anſwer. The Reaſon why Proteſtants, or any 
Sectaries (except they be excuſed from the Crime of 
Hereſy by invincible Ignorance, and a fincere Diſ- 
poſition of embracing the Catholic Truth, if they 
knew it) cannot have true ſaving Faith, or be true 
Believers, whilſt they refuſe to acknowledge the 
Infallibility of the Church, or any other Arti- 
cle of Divine Faith, duly propoſed to them by 
the Church of Chriſt, is not barely their not know- 
ing that the Church is Infallible; but their ſtanding 
out againſt Divine Truths, after they have been 
ſufficiently propoſed to them by the moſt illuſtrious | 

Society upon Earth, and upon the ſtrongeſt Mo- 

tives of Credibility : For to refuſe in ſuch Caſes any 


ane 
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an, of God's Truths, thus duly propoſed, is being 
guilty of them all, and is wholly inconſiſtent with 
true ſaving Faith, which muſt be entire, ſo as to 
have no Exceptions againſt any one revealed 
4 + - 
As to what he adds, Numb. 5. it has been ſuffi - 
ciently anſwered already, that we may have a divine 
Faith, for Example, from plain Scripture (ſuppo - 
ſing, as it often happens, that the Scripture is known 
to a Perſon to be the Word of God, before he 
Knows of the Infallibility of the Church) without 
an infallible Interpreter; at leaſt, known to be ſuch. 
But, what then? or, where is the Trick be pre- 
- tends we put upon the People, when we prove to 
them the Infallibility of the Church from the Scrip- 
tures? Why *tis, ſays he, ** ſtrange and diſingenu- 
% ous to propole the Scriptures for proving the Au- 
4% thority of the Church, which Scriptures you your- 
« ſelves would not believe but upon her Authority.“ 
But here I muſt remit him to my fourth Remark, 
which unriddles the Myſtery. The Authority of 
the Church may be taken two different Ways, viz. 
either as ſhe is, by virtue of divine Promiſes, infalli- 
ble in Matters of Faith; or, as ſhe is an 2/ly/tricus 
Society, recommended by Sanctity, Miracles, Cc. 
The Authority of the Church, as ſhe is infallible, 
we prove from the Scriptures [tho* we alſo prove it 
by Apoſtolical Tradition, ] but the Authority of the 
Chu rch, as ſhe is an illuſtriaus Society, we prove not 
from the Scriptures ; but by it we prove the Scrip- 
tures, | __ 
What the Enquirer adds in the four or five fol- 


lowing Pages, by Way of Anſwer to ſome ſew of | 


the Texts of Scripture alledged for the Infallibility 

of the Church, has been conſidered and refuted 

above, p. 7, Cc. / | s 

* Enquiry IV. If you ſend me to the Fathers, 
| B 4 „ fays 
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ays he, and tell. me that Lombardus, 8 
* 4 Scotus, & c. did affirm the Pope 
— Fold, Sir, we are not talking of the 7 

dut of the Church. Indeed, I did not think of 
fending you to the Fathers, becauſe T did not ſup- 
poſe you were ſo complaiſant to them, as to hold 
any e ee e with them: But if I am mif- 
taken, and you really are willing to make them a 
Viſit, I will give you Directions to ſeveral of them, 
who flouriſhed, ſome eight hundred, others a thou- 
fand Years before Lombardus or Duns Scatus were 
born, See then, if you pleaſe, for the Infallibility 
of the Church, St. Irenæus, L. 1. contra Her. c. 3. 
L. 3. c. 4. & 40. Tertullian L. Præſcript. c. 28. 
Origen on St. 1 xvi. 18. St. Cyprian L. de 
Unitate Eccleſi NE iſt. 55. ad Cornelium, Latan- 
tius, L. 4. fit S. Epiphanius in Ancoratu, n. 9. St. 
Luguſtine Enarratione in P, vii. Sermone 14 de Verbis 
Apoftelt c. 18 & 21. L. de Unitate Eccleſia, c. 22, 
+pift. 118. & 160. Vincentius Lirinenſis in Commo- 
nir 1. c. 32. Cc. 

But, ſays the Enquirer, are the Fathers Infallible ? 
Anſwer. Where they are all unanimous in maintain- 
14 7 any Point of Chriſtian Doctrine, as they are in 
maintaining the unerring Authority of the Church of 
Chriſt, they are infallible. But how ſhall we in- 
fallibly know this, ſays he? Anſwer, By the fame 
Promiſes of Scripture, the ſame Tradition, and the 
ſame Authority of the Church, as an illuſtrious So- 
ciety, recommending, this Scripture and Tradition to 
us, by which we know, and have proved above, 
that the Teachers of the Church ſhall be for ever 
aſſiſted by the Spirit of Truth, in ſuch a manner, 
that they ſhall never all conſpire or be unanimous in 
teaching Error. 

Enquiry V. If you ſend me, ſays he, to unwrit- 
« ten Traditions, and tell me it has been a 3 — 
e tant 
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©« flant Tradition that the Pope and Church of 
Fame are infallible, I aſk if the Truth of theſe 
„ Traditions doth not depend upon the ſuppc ſed In- 
* fallibility of the Church, that has handed them 
<« down from Mouth to Mouth for ſo many Ages? 
If it doth, (as I preſume you will acknowledge 
it doth) then I aſk how the Infallibility of the 
* Church can be proved from unwritten Tradi- 
<< tions, - Whoſe Authority and Truth wholly de- 
<< pends on the Church's Infallibility?“ n 

Anſwer, The Infallibility of the Catholic Church 
of Chrift, (which is the Subject of our preſent Con- 
troverſy, and not the Infallibility of the Pope, or 
particular Dioceſe of Rome) may certainly be proved 
by a moſt conſtant and univerſal Tradition, which 
has come down to us with the very Creed, and is 
indeed contained in the very Creed. But Mr. K. is 
very much miſtaken, when he of r we ſhall ac- 
"knowledge that the Truth of this Tradition depends 
upon the ſuppoſed Infallibility of the Church : Cer- 
tainly we ſhall acknowledge no ſuch Thing. The 
'Fruth of this, and of all other divine Traditions, 
whether toritten or unwritten, that is, of the whole 
Word of God, depends only on the Divine Reve- 
lation, and the Veracity of God, as its proper and 
immediate Cauſe, and only Motive of our Faith; 

and on the Proofs or rational Inducements, which 
we call the Matives of Credibility, as a preparatory 
Introduction, that our Faith of theſe Truths may 
not be raſh and irrational. Now theſe Proofs and 
Inducements (whether with Relation to our Belief 
of this Tradition, or to our Belief of the Scripture 
itſelf) are reſolved into the Authority of the Church; 
not as ſhe is infallible, but as ſhe is a moſt /lytrions 
Society, recommended by an infinite Number of 
Fokens of Divine Favour, and conſequently, a moct 
credible Witneſs of what Scriptures and 1 


* 
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he received for divine from 4 Apoſtles of Chriſt; 


and whom we ought, in Reaſon, to hear and believe, 


even tho” ſhe were not infallible. See Remark the 
. 2 ht: 2 
. ?Tistrue, when the Scripture is once believed, tis 
eaſy from thence to prove the Infallibility of the 
Church: And this ought to. ſuffice with Regard to 
Proteſtants, who acknowledge the Scripture. And 
in like manner, when the Church is once known 
to be infallible, tis eaſy from thence. to prove the 
Scripture. But whoſoever, at his firſt ſetting out, 
neither knows the Scripture, nor the Church's In- 
fallibility, has no other ordinary Way of coming at 
this Knowledge, but by the Means of a T radition re- 
commended to him by thoſe rational Inducements 
and Motives of Credibility, which he diſcovers in 
this iUluſtrious Society founded by Chriſt, which we 
call the Church of Chriſt. And this Tradition full 
as ſtrongly and evidently ſpeaks for the Church of 
God, as it does for the written Word of God. _ 
But Mr. R. has diſcovered, it ſeems, an Objec- 
tion againſt this Tradition of the Infallibility of the 
Church from Rom. xi. where thc Apoſtle ©© writing to 
& the Church of Rome, is ſo far, faith he, from judg- 
<c ing her Infallible, that he adviſeth her not to be high- 
« minded, but fear left if God ſpared not the natural 
 ©* Branches (the Jewiſh Church) he alſo ſpares not her. 
© y. 20. And in the Cloſe of v. 22. he threatens tha 
except. ſbe continue in the Goodneſs of God, ſhe ſhould 
&« be cut off alſo.” Therefore the Apoſtle knew no- 
thing of the Infallibility of the Church of Rome. 
But the good Man ftill forgets himſelf: Our 
Controverſy is not about the Inhabitants of Rome, 
(to whom St. Paul wrote that Epiſtle) nor about 
the particular Church or Dioceſe of Rome; but 
about the whole Church of Chriſt, (which the Apoſ- 
tle has ſufficiently aſſured us, ſhall never be cut 
off ſiom Chriſt.) Not one in a Thouſand _ 
| rs 
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bers of our Church ever ſaw the City of Rome: 
And we ſhould neither want Church nor Pope, i. e. 
a lawful Succeſſor in Peter's Chair, tho* Rome were 
to be deſtroyed or ſwallowed up by an Earthquake. 
But after all, St, Paul does not ſpeak even of the 
whole Church or Dioceſe of Rome ; much leſs of. 
the Biſhop of Rome, (who according to all Anti- 
quity was at that Time St. Peter,) but only of the 
Gentiles lately converted to Chriſtianity, whom he 
exhorts not to be high · minded, nor to glory againſt 
the Fetus, but to continue in Goodneſs, leſt other- 
wiſe they might be cut off, and the Jetus en- 
grafted in their Place. Now as this is moſt evidently 
the Meaning of this Text, let every ſincere Chri- 
ſtian take notice by this Inſtance, how wretchedly 
ſome People abuſe the Scripture, when they would 
make it ſpeak againſt the Church of Chriſt. 

Enguiry VI. “ Perhaps you will tell me, ſays he, 
of General Councils — who declared themſelves 
«© to have been infallibly led by the Holy Ghoſt in 
all their Decrees . . . . But can I be convinced 
«© that a Convocation of Prelates is infallible, only . 
« becauſe they ſay. ſo? Muſt I allow them to be 
Judges, Parties, and Witneſſes in their own Cauſe ? 
„What mad Juſtice might we expect were this al- 
„ low'd in all other Caſes? | 

Anſwer. And yet it is but too true that the re- 
forming Mob, as well in Scotland, as in moſt other 
Places, without taking Counſel either with Prelates 
or Magiſtrates, made themſelves at once 7udges, 
Parties, and Witneſſes, in the Cauſe of the Old 
Church ; and however mad 7uftice they might exe - 
cute, it was upon this Bottom the modern Kir was 
firſt erected, as all Perſons know that are not Stran- 
gers to Hiſtory, But to give a regular Anſwer to 
his Query: If we ſpeak of Perſons who have no 
previous Knowledge, either by Scripture or Trad;» 
tion, of the Promiſes made by Chriſt to the Paſtor, 
of his Chuch, Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, (wWhetlle 

aſſe nble 
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aſſembled in Council, or teaching out of Council; 
no Knowledge 'of the Church as a moſt illuſtrious 
Society and the moſt credible Witneſs upon Earth 
of what ſhe delivers; it might be unreaſonable to 
expect an Aﬀent from them to the Definition of any 
Council, bearing Teſtimony to its own Infallibity. 
Nor would the Apoſtles themſelves have expected 
from Infidels an Aſſent to their Decree, tho* uſher'd 
in with an It ſeemeth good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to 
xs, Acts xv. 28. But with regard to Chriſtians, 
who' believe the Scriptures, and who are not, or 
ought not, to be ignorant f the Authority which 
Chriſt has given to the Paſtors of his Church, 
to whom he has faid, St. Luke x. 16. He that heareth 
you, heareth me : And he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; 
the Caſe is altered. For ſuch as know, or ma 
and ought to know theAuthority of Church-Guides, 
ought to hear and believe them not only in other 
Things, but alſo when they bear Teſtimony to 
their own Infallibility. | 

But the Minifter does not think that the Coun- 
cils, we call General, ccnfiſted of Fathers ſo fully 
aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt, as to be intitled to ſay 
with the Council of Feruſalem, Acts xv. It feemeth 
good © to the holy Ghoft, and to us. Perhaps he 
would be of another Mind if he fully believed the 
Promiſes of Chriſt, who without any Limitation of 
Time has engaged to be with the Paſtors of his 
Church all Days, even to the End of the World, St. 
Matt. xxviii. 20. And that the Spirit of Truth, ſnould 
abide with them for ever, and guide them tots all 
Truth, St. John xiv. and xvi. © 

But ſays he, „a General Council, confifting of 
« the univerſal Church, cannot be look'd * till 
the General Aſſembly of the firſt · born meet in 
Fleaven.““ And as for what we call General 
Con icili, he ſays they conſiſted only of ſome Pre- 
' Jat-s and Frigrs convened o out. of the TTY 
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of Rame or Con Alas! is he then ſo 
ignorant of Church Hiſtory? Does he not 
know that the Council of Chalcedon, for Example, 
conſiſted of ſix hundred Biſhops ? That the fourth. - 
of Lateran courited no leſs than twelve hundred Pre- 
lates out of all Parts of Chriflendom ? And were 
theſe' only a few Prelates and Friers of the Neigh- 
bourhood of - Rome or Conſtantinople 7 But whatever 
the Number of Prelates may have been in the 
Aſſemblies of the Church, we are at no Loſs to 
know whether they are to be efteem'd Gmeral Coun- 
eilt, or no: For all fuch Councils are certainly Gene- | 
ral, with regard to the carrying with them theAutho- 
rity and Infallibility of the Church of Chriſt, which 
are as General and authoriz'd by the whole 
Church of Chriſt. Of which we have many, with- 
out ſtay ing for the Meeting of the General Aſſem- 
bly of the firſt· born in Heaven. 

But he has a violent Objection againſt the Autho- 
rity of Councils, from the econ of the Coun- 
cils, of Conſtance, Baſil, and Trent; relating to 
Communion in one Kind, which he pretends to have 
been made with a non ob/tante to the Inſtitution and 
Ordinance of Chriſt. To which Purpoſe he brings 
ſix or ſeven Lines, marked with Comma's in the 
Margin, as if they were the Words of theſe Coun- 
cils : Whereas they are not found in any one of 
them. And the non ob/tante in the Decree: of the 
Council of Conſtance, S. 23. does not relate to an 
Ordinance of Chriſt, but only to a Fact of Chriſt ; 
and that principally to his giving the Bleſſed Sacra - 
ment after Supper; which notwithfanding( here comes 
in the non ob/iante) the Council orders the ancient 
Cuſtom confirm'd by the Canons of the Church, to 
be religiouſly obſerved of receiving Faſting. I hope 
Mr. R. will be more cautious for the future how he 
truſts his nir in their u r ON 8 


* 
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© His'7th and laſt Enquiry relates to the proving 
the Infallibility of the Church by human Reaſon ; 
which we may well paſs over, ſeeing we-pretend not 
to prove it by any ſuch Medium. Human Reaſon 
is no ſufficient Foundation for divine Faith, which 
muſt always be grounded upon divine Authority : 
However Faith is never contrary to Reaſon ; tho! its 
Myſteries be often above Reaſon: But why Mr. R. 
ſhould here affirm, that we admit not of the Uſe of 
Reaſon in, Matters of Religion, I cannot tell: 
Nothing certainly could be more falſe ; and nothing 
indeed can be more agreeable to Reaſon, than the 
Method by which we proceed in our Aſſent to the 
Truths of divine Faith, and the Deference which 
we pay to the Authority of the Church of God. 
Whether the Principles of Mr. R. and his Friends 
be as agreeable to Reaſon, let them exa- 
mine. I am ſure their Syſtem, which is the Foun- 
dation of their Religion, be which they make the. 
Scripture, or written Word of God, as interpreted 
by every private Chriſtian for himſelf, without Re- 
gard to Church, or Church Authority, the whole 
Rule of their Faith, and only Fudge in religious Con- 
troverſies, is monſtrouſly abſurd and unreaſonable. 
A Syſtem which has no manner of Foundation for 
it in the Word of God; and which unhinges all 
Faith, and reſolves it into uncertain Opinion and 
private Fancy; a Syſtem which opens the Gate to 
all kind of Hereſies, ſets them all upon a Level, 
removes them all out of the Reach of any other Au- 
thority but their own ; and proſtitutes the Scripture 
to the Caprice of every Fanatick: A Syſtem infine, 
which, as Experience demonſtrates, inſtead of - put- 
ting an end to Controverſies, . makes them endleſs, 
and nouriſhes perpetual Diſſenſions and Confuſions. 
I have now done with the Miniſter's Enquiries : 
But before I take my Leave of him, I will make 
bold to turn the Tables, and put ſome * to 

im, 
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him, concerning the Reſolution and Infallibility of 
his Faith. 


And, Firft, I take it for granted, that the Scripture 
alone is the whole Rule of his Faith, and is with 


% 


him the only infallible Fudge of Controverſies 3 ſo 


that he can be infallibly certain of nothing in the 
Way of divine Faith, unleſs he be firſt infallibly 
certain that theſe Books on which be grounds his 
Faith, are the infallible Word of God. However 
that may not take any Thing for granted that 
he does not grant, I defire a clear and diſtint An- 
ſwer to the following Queries.: 

1. Whether it be not a fundamental Article of 
his Faith, that all the Books of the Old and New 
Teſtament, commonly received by Proteſtants, are 
the infallible Word of God? If he ſays no, what 
then will become of the Infallibility of -his Faith of 
any Article whatſoever ; if he be not infallibly cer- 
tain of the Scripture, which is the whole Rule and 
Foundation of his Faith? If he ſays yes: Then 1 
further enquire, - 

2, From whence he has this infallible Certainty 
of all' theſe Books being the infallible Word of God; 
and upon what he grounds his Faith of this funda- 
mental Article? As for Church and Church Autbori- 
ty, it muſt be here out of the Queſtion : He looks 


upon it rank Popery to appeal to Church Authority, 


as a Means to be brought to the Knowledge of the 


Scriptures: By what Means then can he attain to 
this infallible Certainty of Faith, that theſe Books 
are the infallible Word of God? Not by Tradi- 
tions, Councils, or Fathers: All theſe he ſets aſide as 
Jallible; and conſequently not qualified to give him 
the infallible Certainty we are ſpeaking of. I can 
think then of no other Mediums he can poſſibly pre- 
tend to draw this infallible Certainty from, but 
either Scripture, Miracles, private Spirit or Reaſon; 
Wah of theſe does he think fic to N upon ? 


3. If 
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3. Tf he pitches upon any other Medium diſtinct 
from the Scripture, to ground thereon his infallible 


1 tare Faith of the Scriptures, I enquire how 


this can be reconciled with his Principles which ac- 
knowledge no other Rule of divine Faith but Scrip- 
ture alone? For if the infallible Certainty and di- 
vine Faith, which he has of the Scriptures them- 
ſelves, be grounded on ſomething diſtinct from Scrip- 
ture, certainly the Scripture is not the whole nor 
principal Rule or Foundation of his Faith, but that 
rather muſt be the principal Rule of his Faith, on 
Which his Belief of the Scripture itſelf is grounded, 


4. If he ſays the infallible Certainty which he has 


of all theſe Books being the pure and infallible 
Word of God, is from the Scripture itſelf, I en- 
quire firſt on what Part of Scripture he grounds this 
infallible Certainty ? In what Book of the Old or 
New Teftament, he finds a Catalogue, which gives 
him a certain Information what Books are to be re- 
ceived for Scripture, and what not ? Secondly, I en- 
quire (ſuppoſing there were any ſuch Text) from 
whence he has an infallible Certainty that this Text, 
© by which he would prove the reſt of the Scriptures 
to be the infallible Word of God, is itſelf the Word 
of God? I fear here he muſt dance in a Circle, and 
never come out of it. 
F. If he appeals to the Miracles of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, for his infallible Certainty of the Scrip- 
tures, I enquire whence he has an infallible Cer- 
tainty of theſe very Miracles; or how he can prove 
them but from theſe Scriptures which they are brought 
to prove? So that here alſo he muſt dance in a Circle 
for ever. Beſides, I enquire which of the Miracles 


of Chriſt or his Apoſtles recorded in Scripture 


prove the Goſpels of St. Mark, or St, Luke (who 
were not Apoſtles, and of whoſe Miracles the Scrip- 
ture is filent) to be the pure Word of God ? Again, 
I enquire. if there be any where ſo much as one 
Miracle recorded in Scripture, to have been. wrought 


with. 
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with a declared Deſign to warrant the Writings of 
the Apoſtles for the pure Word of God! For other- 
wiſe their working of Miracles alone, proves them 
no more infallible in their Writings, than impecca» 
ble in their Lives? Judas wroughtMiracles, and yet 
was a Traitor. | 

6. But, ſuppoſing he could prove from the Mira» 
cles of the Prophets and Apoſtles, that the Scrip- 
tures by them written, were the pure Word of 
God; I further enquire by what Means or by which 
of theſe Miracles he can be infallibly certain, that 
the Old and New Teſtament which he now has, is 
exactly conformable to what was written by the 
Prophets two or three thouſand -Years ago, or by the 
Apoſtles 1700 Years ago? Or how he can be infal - 
libly certain that there is any one Verſe therein that 
has not been corrupted ? | | 
7. If with the Enthuſiaſts be appeals to his own 
private Spirit, and from thence, pretends to have an 
infallible Certainty that all theſe Books are the infal- 
lible Word of God, pure and without Mixture of 
Corruption ; I enquire how or by what Means be 
- can be infallibly ſure that this private Spirit of his 
is indeed the Spirit of Gd? For if he will not al- 
low the Church of God to have any ſuch Infalli- 
bility ; to which the Spirit of Truth, as we have ſeen, 
was clearly promiſed ;_ with what Front can he pre- 
tend to arrogate it to himſelf? And if in Proof of 
his private Spirit, and its Infallibility, be ſhould ap- 
peal to any Texts of Scripture ; this would be run- 
ning round in a vicious Circle by proving that Spirit 
from the Scripture, - which is the only Proof he has 
for the Scripture, 

8, If he recurrs to Reaſon for the infallible Cer- 
tainty of his Faith of the Scriptures, I enquire firſt 
what Demonſtration of human Reaſon he can pro- 
duce, on which this infallible Certainty can be 
grounded ? Secondly, I enquire in his own wow 

pP. 26. 
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p. 26. % Whether we may build divine Faith upon 
© any Reaſon, without the Authority of the Word 
% of God, in Things that can be axle only by 
% Revelation?” I hope in his next Edition of his 
Humble "Addreſs, he will give (to uſe his own 
Words) „ a ſober, judicious, plain, and particular 
% Anſwer to each of theſe my Enquiries j *” and by 
that Time I ſhall have a great many more to pro- 
poſe tofhim. In the mean Time, I beg of the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, to open his Eyes, that he may ſee 
and love his heavenly Truths, before it is too late; 
leſt dying in the Darkneſs of Error he incurr the ſe- 
cond Death, which is everlaſting. . 

To conclude this Letter, which is become much 
longer than I firſt intended; from this Infallibility of 
the Church, which you ſee is fo ſtrongly eftabliſh'd 
upon the moſt ſolid Foundations, both of the written 
and unwritten Word of God, we prove with all Eaſe 
imaginable all the other Articles of the Catholic 
Faith; and may demonſtrate that none of the mo- 
dern Sects of Pretenders to Reformation can poſſibly 
be any Part of the Church of Chriſt. The more 
eaſily becauſe the Church of Chriſt can be but one 
| Fold under one Shepherd, ſo that thoſe who ſeparate 
from. her Faith (in which we have proved ſhe is in- 
fallible) as all do that charge her with Errors in 
Faith, muſt needs be Heretics ; and thoſe who ſepa- 
rate from her Communion muſt needs be Schiſmatics. 
I ſhall add nothing more, but that I am 


i - _ - Ever Yours in Cur1sT, 
'LonDon, Dec. 8, R D. 
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| Find by yours, that the Reformed Miniſters in 


your Part of the World have ſo much Intereſt, 


and are fo reſolutely bent to keep their People from 
the Knowledge of what the Catholic Religion really 
teaches, and what are the Grounds of its Doctrine, 


that no Printer in Scotland dares undertake any Work 


written in Favour of the Old Religion; ſo much are 
thoſe Gentlemen afraid left Truth ſhould appear in 
her own Light, or be ſuffer'd to ſpeak for herſelf, 

Upon this Account, you will not be ſurprized to 


find that I ſend you this Letter in Print. And 
whereas, I am credibly inform'd, that a hing Spirit 


has been for theſe many Years Ft the Mouths of all 


the Prophets of the new Religion in thoſe Parts, who 
perpetually miſrepreſent the Doctrines of the Catholic 
Church, in their Writings and Sermons ; of which 


Mr. R. has alſo given us an Inſtance in his Humbie 
Addreſs: I thought it would not be improper, for 
the better informing the Public, to tack to this Let- 


ter a ſhort Account of our true Principles, in thoſe 
Points eſpecially in which we are moſt commonty 
calumniated by theſe Gentlemen. | 

I. We believe in one only true and living God, 
the Lord and Creator of all Things; ſubſiſting in 
three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. To 


this God alone we give divine Honour and Adora- 


tion; and we deteſt, with our whole Souls, all kind 
of Idolatry ; that is; all ſuch Wickedneſs by which 
divine Worſhip is given to any falſe God, or Idol, 
or any Perſon or Thing whatſoever, beſides the one 


true and living God, We honour indeed the bleſſed 


Virgin, 


- 
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. Virgin, the Mother of our God and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, but not as a Goddeſs, nor with any Part of 


divine Worſhip; we honour the Angels and Saints 


© of God, as his Servants ; we honour his Prieſts, his 
Churches, his Altars, his Word, and whatever elſe 
has Relation to him; but all for his Sake, and by 
an Honour that is referred to him ; but not that 
Honour which he has appropriated to himſelf. Such 
alſo is the Veneration we have for the Croſs, for 
- Relicks, and for the Pictures of ourRedeemer, and his 
Saints; we value them as Memorials of Chriſt and 
his holy Ones; as Repreſentations of our Redeemer, 
or of our Redemption ; ; as Helps to pious Thoughts 
and Affections; but we condemn and anathematize 
all ſuch as would pray to them, or believe any Divi- 
nity or Power inherent in them, or give them divine 
_ , Worſhip. See the ſecond Council of Nice, Act. 7. 
and the Council of Trent, Sa 25. 

2. We believe in one Lord Fe gu Chriſt, the eter- 


nal Son of God, who for us Sinners, and for our 


Salvation, was made Man, that he might be the 
Head, the High- Prieſt, the Advocate and Saviour of 
all Mankind: We acknowledge him our only Re- 
. deemer, who paid our Ranſom b dying for us on 


the Croſs. ; that his Death is the Fountain of all our 


Good ; and that Mercy, Grace, and Salvation, can 
by no Means be obtain'd but through him: We con- 
_ feſs him to be the Mediator of Go and Man; the 
only Mediator of Redemption, and the only Media- 
tor of Interceſſion too, who interceeds in ſuch Man- 
ner, as to ſtand in need of no other's Merits to re- 
. commend hisPetitions : But, as for the Saints of God, 

we addrefs ourſelves indeed to them to deſire their 
Prayers, (as we alſo do to God's Servants here upon 
Earth) but no otherwiſe, than that they may pray 
for us, and with us, to our common Lord, who is 


dur n. and (heir God, 8 the Merits of the 
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ſame Jeſus Chtiſt, who is our Mediator and theif 


Mediator. See the Council of Trent, Sa. 25. 
3. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New- 
Teftament to be the Word of God : We have the 
higheſt Veneration for their divine Authority; and 
had rather die than diſbelieve, or doubt of one Iota or 
Tuttle of them. And if at any Time, or in any 
Place, the Paſtors of our Church have reftrain'd' the 
Ignorant from reading them, it was not out of Diſ- 
reſpect to theſe ſacred Volumes, much leſs out of a 
ſacrilegious Deſign to keep the People by that Means 
in Ignorance and Error; but purely becauſe the un- 
learned, as the Scriptures themſelves inform us, are 
apt to wref} them to their own Deſtiruftion, 2 Peter iii. 
16. And if we alfo receive unwritten Traditions, 
as part of the Werd of God, we mean no other 
Traditions but ſuch as are divine, and which we 
know to be divine by the ſame Means by which we 
know the Scriptures, | | 
4. We believe, that in order to enter into Life, 
we. muſt keep the Commandments of God; and that 
whoſoever dies in the Guilt of a wilful Breach of. 
any one of theſe divine Precepts, will be eternally 
lo That no Power upon Earth can give any Man 
leave to break any Commandment of God, or com- 
mit any Sin whatſoever; or to do Evil, that Good 
may come of it: That neither the Pope, nor any” 
Man living, can diſpenſe with the Law of God; 
or make it lawful for any one to lye, to forſwear 
himſelf, or do any other Thing that is forbidden by 
the divine Law. ; 
5. We believe, that neither Prieſt, Biſhop, nor 
Pope, nor any Power in Heaven or Earth, can for- 
give any Man his Sins, without a hearty Repen - 
rance, and a ſerious Purpoſe of Amendment: That 
the /ndulgences, granted in our Church, are neither 
a Leave to commit Sin, nor yet a Pardon for Sins 
to come; but only a Releaſe of the temporal Puniſh- 
BEL} ment 
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ment due to our Sins: And that no Indulgences car 


avail any Man towards this Releaſe, till by a hearty” 
Repentance he has renounced the Guilt of his Sins. 
6. Our Faith teaches us to deteſt all Maſſacres, 
Treaſons and Murders whatſoever, whether com- 
mitted by Proteſtants againſt Catholics, or by Ca- 
tholics againſt Proteſtants: We look upon theſe as 
the very greateſt of Crimes that can becommitted be- 
twixt Man and Man, and ſuch as cannot be juſtified 


by any Pretext of Religion: And fo far are Catho- 
lics from thinking it no Sin to murder Heretics, 


(which is ſo falſely and unjuſtly-imputed to them) 
that in all Kingdoms and States, which profeſs the 


Catholic Religion, any ſuch Murderer of Heretics 


muſt certainly look for nothing elſe but Death by 
the Laws of his Country, and Damnation, if he dies 


impenitent, by the Faith and Doctrine of his Church. 


7. As to the bleſſed Euchariſt, we believe it to be 


both a Sacrament, and a Sacrifice, In this Sacrament 
and Sacrifice we adore, not the Bread and Wine, 


(which would indeed be a moſt fupid Idelatry) but 
Feſus Chriſt, the Son of God; whom, upon the 
ſtrongeſt Grounds of the Word of God, and the 


Authority of the Church of God, we believe to be 
 » really preſent in the Sacred My ſteries: And tis to 


his Paſſion and Death, which we there celebrate 


and offer to God, we attribute all that Propitiation 


and Grace which we look for from that Sacrifice 
which we call the Maſs. —_ 
B. Infine, we believe, that no Man can n be juſti- 


feed either by the Works of the Law of Nature, or 


af the Law of Mes, without Faith in Jeſus Chriſt : 

That we cannot by any precedent Works merit the 
Grace of 7u/tification : That all the Merit of our 
good Works is the Gift of God: And that every 


Merit and Satisfaction of ours entirely depends on 


the Merits and Paſſion of Chriſt. See the Council 
of Trent, Se. 6. 
Theſe 


„ > 

Theſe are our real Principles, taught by our 
Church in her Councils, and- learnt by her Children 
in their very Catechiſms: Theſe true Catholic Prin- 
ciples we are ready not only to ſign with our Hands, 
but, if called to it, and aſſiſted by divine Grace, to 
ſeal alſo with our Blood. We renounce, deteſt Figs 
anathematize all cantrary Doctrines, imputed to us 
by the Father of Lyes, or any of his Agents; who 
are, and always have been, buſy to miſrepreſent and 
ſlander the Church of God: But what Wonder 
Chrift our Lord was treated in the ſame Manner ; 
ſo were the primitive Chriſtians; and he himſelf 
Gy TH his Diſciples ſhould be thus treated, Matt. 

"Ic, 'As to the private Opinions or Practices of 

Patticulan, if in any thing they have been contrary 
to theſe Catholic Principles, the Church is no ways 
.anſwerable for them: There was a Judas amongſt 
the Twelve. Let ſuch Criminals anſwer for them- 
ſelves; we deteſt their Noings, and daily pray that 
all ſuch Scandals may be removed: But, alas! as 
long as Men are Men, Scandals there will be, ll 
the Great Judge comes to rid his Kingdom of them, 
and ſend them to their proper Place. 


FINIS. 
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